The use of an antibiotic-impregnated spacer block for revision of the septic total knee arthroplasty.
Through the use of an antibiotic-impregnated polymethylmethacrylate spacer block in two-stage exchange arthroplasty, the chronically infected total knee arthroplasty can, in most cases, be effectively salvaged. In a review of 28 such consecutive cases by a single surgeon, all revised implants were retained except one which required arthrodesis. In the remaining cases, mean Hospital for Special Surgery knee scores were 86, with mean total range of motion of 90 degrees . All wounds healed eventually, and seven patients were thereafter able to undergo other total joint arthroplasties. Advantages of this technique included maintenance of ligamentous balance as well as bone stock with weight bearing, local antibiotic delivery, and facilitation of reimplantation.